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Friday, February 15
Noon – 5:00 p.m.

Broward County Bar

Association Workers’

Compensation Seminar

Norma B. Howard Bar Center

Lunch provided.

RSVP to Art Goldberg at

(954) 764-8040

$75 for members/ $90 others

See page 8 for details

Friday
February 22

Noon

BCBA Membership

Luncheon - West Area

Speakers: Judges from West

Satellite Courthouse

Jacaranda Country Club

Cost: $25

RSVP to BCBA at

(954) 764-8040

Nominating Committee Proposes Slate
See pages 13-18 for Election Calendar and Candidate Statements

17th Judicial Circuit Chief Judge Victor
Tobin is pleased to announce the
introduction of Broward County’s new
Complex Litigation Unit within the
existing Civil Division. This new
innovative unit will be responsible for
resolving complex tort and business
cases. Judge Robert A. Rosenberg will
serve as the Business Court Judge.

Broward County’s new Business Court
will be one of just a few specialty courts
in Florida devoted entirely to complex
business litigation. The Business Court
will hear cases that are typically more
complicated and require a higher
degree of case management, and it will
provide a streamlined process for
resolving corporate and commercial
disputes, reducing the time and costs
involved in lengthy litigation.

For litigants, Broward County’s Business
Court will deliver a higher level of
predictability. This court is specialized,
and accordingly, the Judge has
increased expertise on issues that arise
repeatedly in business litigation. As a
result, litigants and their attorneys will
be better able to assess how principles

Christopher M.
“Chris” Neilson

President
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Secretary-Treasurer

Barbara K. Sunshine
Past President

of law will be applied to their cases,
reducing the time and costs of litigation.

For the community, the new Business
Court will save tax dollars by reducing
judicial workloads and court expenses,
and enable the Judge to proactively
manage each case, resulting in cases
moving through the process more
efficiently and effectively. The Business
Court will help to make Broward County
a more attractive and appealing place to
do business in Florida by lessening
expenses and removing some of the
legal uncertainties of complex litigation,
thus opening the doors to a more
diverse business community.

Chief Judge Victor Tobin signed the
Administrative Order that established
Broward County’s new Complex
Litigation Unit, including the Business
Court, Order 2008-1-Civ, on Monday,
January 7, 2008. This order is available
to the public on the 17th Judicial
Circuit’s website, www.17th.flcourts.org.

17th Judicial Circuit
Introducing Business Court

Read transcript of Judge Tobin’s
Presentation: “State of the Circuit”



BARRISTER 312 BARRISTER

WHAT’SHAPPENINGATTHEBAR?

We are well on our way towards
planning the next six months. The Past
Presidents are meeting for the second

time this month at the Bar Center. The Bench and Bar
Committee is scheduling a public television program in
March. The Building Committee has set a Mortgage
Burning Party in early April. The Law Day Luncheon is
confirmed for Monday, May 5 at the Tower Club with the
keynote speaker, The Florida Bar President Francisco
Angones. The LawWeek Committee has other activities
in store and we will again partner with the Jewish
Federal and other voluntary bar associations in an event
on Monday, May 12 at 5:30. The Judicial Evaluation
will be mailed in late April or early May.

The Clerk and Bar Committee is meeting
regularly on the first Thursday of the month. The
Bylaws Committee will present amendments at the
annual Installation dinner in June. Several persons will
receive awards from the Professionalism Committee at
the dinner.

The Finance Committee is watching our
Certificates of Deposit, Money Market and Operating
Accounts, and is working hard with the accountant to
finish tax returns. Lawyer Referral Service continues to
be one of our best member benefits. The Publications
Committee is making calls to Practice Section Chairs for
more substantive articles for “The Barrister,” and tries to
meet the deadlines. The Social/Sports/Goodwill
Committee is planning another charitable drive in May.

Plans are being developed by the Membership
Committee for more member benefits and discounts
from area businesses. There is a Membership Luncheon
set in the West area for Friday, February 22 at Noon at
the Jacaranda Country Club. Our Plantation judges are
the featured speakers.

HOBBIES
I have played golf and I used to play tennis. Both

badly, I might add. But I do like to go to the gym fairly
regularly. Gardening and digging in the dirt is right up
there as a weekend favorite. I’m not particularly fond of
weeding, trimming, bundling, or mulching, but I do it.
And I have gotten back to reading with a vengeance. My

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE by Barbara K. Sunshine

dad was a real scholar—his idea of pleasure was reading
a book in Latin or Greek or Spanish with a dictionary on
his lap. He also read a lot of biographies, poetry, and
philosophy. I am full on into fiction. I must have read 50
books last year, and will probably do more this year. I
decided to read mysteries by female authors with a
female protagonist. I read the novels in the order they are
written. I started out with the Stephanie Plum series by
Janet Evanovich. Then on to V.I. Warshawski by Sara
Paretsky. I followed those with the Joanna Brady books
by J.A. Jance. I’m now reading the Kinsey Millhone
novels by Sue Grafton. They are easy and fast to read,
particularly if I can’t sleep and need something to keep
my mind off whatever.

NEW CARS AND KITTENS

When Samantha got off the plane in December,
we had lunch and went straight to the Humane Society to
pick out a kitten. Sonny Sunshine has been loads of fun
helping me get over the loss of my dog, Funshine.

My conservative Midwest background does not
allow me to be too frivolous, but I treated myself to a new
car in October. I kept the last two cars each ten years. So
I felt entitled. Loving the new car smell and everything
that works.

BIRTHDAYS

My friend, Donna, always says—DON’T
SURPRISE ME. But I love surprises. I’m not planning
to surprise Bill on his 50th this month. Last year was his
parents’ 50th Anniversary. We had tons of family come
in showing up at various times unexpectedly.

Valentine’s Day falls between Bill’s and my
birthday, so we kind of celebrate for a week.

Congratulations Board member, Angel Petti
Rosenberg, on the birth of her son, Alec Jaden Rosenberg
(6 pounds 8 ounces and 20 inches long), on December 12

Friday, February 1
Florida Bar CLE “Basic Family Law” held at the
Renaisssance Hotel PLEASE CALL THE
FLA. BAR TO REGISTER.

Saturday, February 2
Young Lawyers’ Section Holiday in January Party
Museum of Discovery & Science (MODS) in Fort
Lauderdale. To benefit Broward County foster
care children. Contact: Chris D. Connally at
CDConnally@hotmail.com.

Tuesday, February 5
University of Miami Paralegal Program held at the
Broward Bar Association 1051 SE 3rd Avenue, Fort
Lauderdale, FL The program runs from February through
May. 305-284-4000

Tuesday, February 5
Broward County Justice Association Dinner & Program
5:30-7:30PM “Common Pitfalls at Trial – Protecting the
Record for Review” (CLE Credit pending - 1 hour)
Cost $50.00 Members $60.00 Non-Members, Please
RSVP to BCTLA, 954-522-1662 or bctla@att.net

Thursday, February 7
BCBA Clerk and Bar Committee, Noon, Courthouse

Friday, February 8
Florida CLE “Environmental & Land Use Considerations
in RP Transactions” held at the Broward County Bar
Association 1051 SE 3rd Avenue, Fort Lauderdale.
PLEASE CALL THE FLORIDA BAR TO REGISTER.

Friday, February 8
T.J. Reddick Bar Association Lunch Meeting is being held
at the African-American Research Library, 2650 Sistrunk
Boulevard, Fort Lauderdale, 33311 at Noon. This is a free
event. Please RSVP by email to vadams@ghj.com.

Saturday, February 9
Association of South Florida Mediators and Arbitrators
“Annual Spring Seminar” at the Tower Club 100 SE 3rd
Avenue, Fort Lauderdale. 8:30a.m.-5:00p.m. Topic: “The
Dispute Resolution Toolbox”:Enhance Your Skills in
ADR” Cost to attend: $110.00 members, $125.00- non-
members, $90.00 students To RSVP: call Jane Goldberg
(954) 764-8040 Ext. 202 or email WWW.ASFMA.ORG
Credits: 8 CMEs(includes 2 Ethics, 2 Domestic Violence,
1 Diversity. CLE’s have been applied for.

Saturday, February 9
The 2008 Haitian Lawyers Association Scholarship and
Awards Gala will be held on February 9, 2008 at the
Westin Diplomat Hotel. The theme for this year’s Gala is
Journey to “La Perle Des Antilles. A Celebration a Haiti’s
Past, Present and Future.” For more information or

FEBRUARY2008

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
sponsorship opportunities please contact HLA President,
Jeff P. H. Cazeau, (305) 854-0800 or jcazeau@wsh-
law.com.

Tuesday, February 12
BCBA Board of Directors Meeting, 5:15 p.m. Norma B.
Howard Center

Tuesday, February 12
North Broward Bar Association. Lunch Meeting. Steak
and Ale Restaurant 6300 N. Andrews Ave, Fort
Lauderdale. Speaker-Judge Victor Tobin For information:
Call Alan Fishman (954) 975-7800

Thursday, February 14
Broward County Hispanic Bar Association's luncheon at
the Tower Club, 11:45 a.m. Speaker - Sheriff Al Lamberti.
Please RSVP to Carmen@velasquez-law.com. Cost: $25.00.

Friday, February 15
Broward County Bar Association Workers’ Compensation
Seminar 12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Broward Bar Association
1051 SE Third Ave, Fort Lauderdale. Cost to attend:
$75.00 members $90.00 non-members Please call the
BCBA sign up for this event. (954) 764-8040.

Tuesday, February 19
BCBA Bench and Bar Committee. Noon. Norma B.
Howard Bar Center. Please call the BCBA to attend.

Wednesday, February 20
Free Retirement Planning Seminar, with Myles German.
4:00 p.m. Norma B. Howard Bar Center. (954) 764-8040

Friday, February 22
BCBA Membership Luncheon-West Area
Speakers:Judges from West Satellite Courthouse Jacaranda
Country Club. Cost to attend: $25.00RSVP to BCBA at
(954) 764-8040

Friday, February 22
Broward County Hispanic Bar Association's Wine Tasting
Event to benefit BCHBA's Scholarship Fund. Friends and
co-workers welcome. Complimentary Riedel wine glass
and deli appetizers. 6:00 p.m to 8:00 p.m., Crown Wine &
Spirits, 1030 NE 15th Ave., Fort Lauderdale. $30.00 pp.
RSVP to apascal@flabar.org

See page 22 for Solo Small/Law Firm Networking
Group February Lunch Schedule
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A Special Thank You…
At press time, these are the individuals who have made contributions this current fiscal year to our Mortgage Reduction program that was created

to help BCBA pay down the mortgage on the Norma B. Howard Bar Center. Each individual received a blue and gold BCBA lapel pin.

2005 Contributors
W. George Allen
Michael J. Alman

Elizabeth Athanasakos
Jay E. Auerbach

The Honorable Marcia Beach
Carl D. Berry

Alan C. (Peter) Brandt, Jr.
James H. Carroll

E. Hugh Chappell, Jr.
Aaron R. Cohen

Victor P. DeBianchi, Jr.
James P. Durkin

Gary M. Farmer, Jr.
The Honorable Jane D. Fishman

Yolanda L. Fox
Robert J. Friedman
Melinda S. Gentile

Kelly Gibson
Ellen Gilbert-Rose
Jorge E. Hurtado
Barry M. Kaufman
Khila L. Khani

Thomas L. LaSalle
Willie Lawson
Jody Leslie

Bernard J. Levy
Robin Sobo Moselle

Christopher M. Neilson
Charles E. Paoli, Jr.
Samuel A. Price

Kimberly A. Register
The Honorable Ronald J. Rothschild

Arlene J. Simon Campione
Arnold M. Straus, Jr.
Barbara K. Sunshine

Tami R. Wolfe
Alicia Zachman

2006 Contributors
W. George Allen

Roger Ally
Michael J. Alman
Jay E. Auerbach

The Honorable Paul L. Backman
Frederick C. Bamman, III

The Honorable Marcia Beach
Anthony J. Beisler, III

The Honorable Martin J. Bidwill
Samara Bober

David Wm. Boone
Alan C. (Peter) Brandt, Jr.

Steven D. Braverman
James H. Carroll

The Honorable Patricia Cocalis
George C. Cohen

The Honorable James I. Cohn
Michael J. Costantino

David W. Crane
Elizabeth G. Daugherty

Brenda Di Ioia
Michael S. Elstein
Ben I. Farbstein

Gary M. Farmer, Jr.
Michael A. Fischler

The Honorable Jane D. Fishman
RoseAnn Flynn
Yolanda L. Fox
Kelly Gibson
Steve Ginestra

Nathaniel E. Green
Dan Davis Hallenberg
Vene M. Hamilton
R. Michael Hursey
Jorge E. Hurtado
Gordon James, III
Barry M. Kaufman
Khila L. Khani
Arlene H. Lakin
Thomas D. Lardin
Thomas L. LaSalle

Jody Leslie
Margery Lexa
Kim T. Mollica
Sean L. Moore

Robin Sobo Moselle
Karen Myatt

Michael B. Nipon
Bennett Oppenheimer
Thomas F. Panza

The Honorable Carol-Lisa Phillips
The Honorable Gisele Pollack

Lisa M. Porter
John C. Primeau
H. Mark Purdy
Raleigh R. Rawls
Gene F. Reibman

Terry M. Rosenblum
Gary J. Rotella

Diana Santa Maria
The Honorable Barry S. Seltzer

Jason E. Slatkin
Martin J. Sperry

Barbara K. Sunshine
Meah Rothman Tell
Megan D. Widmeyer

William Wong
Ghenete Wright Muir

Alicia Zachman

2007 Contributors
Jeffrey A. Adelman
W. George Allen
Mark Allsworth
Jay E. Auerbach

The Honorable Paul L. Backman
Anthony J. Beisler, III

The Honorable Martin J. Bidwill
Sandra Bonfiglio

Alan C. (Peter) Brandt, Jr.
Warren Brown

Gordon C. Brydger
Robert Bulfin

Scott C. Burgess
James H. Carroll
Michele Cavallaro

The Honorable James I. Cohn
Richard DeNapoli
Martin S. Fein
Michael Fischler

The Honorable Jane D. Fishman
Deborah P. FitzGerald

Ted P. Galatis, Jr.
Kelly Gibson
Steve Ginestra

Melinda S. Gentile
The Honorable Renee Goldenberg

Vene M. Hamilton
The Honorable Patti E Henning

Catherine F. Hoffman
Stuart N. House

R. Michael Hursey
Jorge E. Hurtado

The Honorable Cynthia Imperato
The Honorable Kathleen Ireland

Neal R. Kalis
Barry M. Kaufman

Khila Khani
Arlene H. Lakin

Thomas L. LaSalle
Toni Latino

Bernard J. Levy
Margery J. Lexa

Carlos M. Llorente
Jeffrey R. Miner
Kim Mollica
Robin Moselle

Ghenette Wright Muir
Joseph P. Mullen
Karen Myatt

Bennett Oppenheimer
Thomas F. Panza

Charles E. Paoli, Jr.
Roger Pickles
Hope L Plevy
Peter Portley

Brandan J. Pratt
John C. Primeau
H. Mark Purdy
Charles Radice

The Honorable Stacy Ross
The Honorable Ronald J. Rothschild

Diana Santa Maria
Martin J. Sperry

Barbara K. Sunshine
Meah Rothman Tell
Lachezar Vanchev
Laura M. Watson
William Wong
Alicia Zachman

2008 Contributors
Marie Montefusco
Anthony Palmer
John Primeau
H. Mark Purdy
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It’s time to welcome in the New Year and
what better way to do that than the YLS’
annual State of the Circuit luncheon with
Broward County’s Chief Judge Victor
Tobin. Attendees at the January 24th

luncheon were treated to a fascinating topic that affect all
Broward County attorneys and Judges. On behalf of the YLS
and co-hosts, Broward County Women Lawyers’Association,
TJ Reddick Bar Association, Broward County Hispanic Bar
Association, B’Nai B’Rith Bar Association, Haitian Bar
Association, the Asian Pacific American Bar Association, and
everyone else who participated in making this luncheon a true
success, a very special thank you to Chief Judge Victor Tobin!
The lunch was well-attended and we apologize to those who
were unable to attend due to the limited seating available at
the Tower Club.
The YLS is putting on its annual Holiday in January event

at the Museum of Discovery & Science (MODS) in Fort
Lauderdale on February 2nd to extend the holiday season and
bring holiday cheer to nearly 100 Broward County foster care
children that may not have had a memorable holiday season.
The children will be treated to a day of fun at the MODS,
where tables will be filled with a countless number of toys
and each child will receive a gift on his or her wish list of up
to $20. Each child will also receive a backpack to use for
school and in order to bring all of the toys back to their foster
home. Lunch and punch will be served and each child and his
or her caretaker will have access to the museum for the rest of
the day!

This program is funded strictly through donations from
people in the Broward County area. All financial donations
are tax deductible if checks are made payable to Florida
Attorneys’ Charitable Trust. We welcome your financial
donations and a special thank you to all those who donated

Message From Broward County Bar Association’s Young Lawyers’ Section President
by Chris D. Connally

Homestead In Bankruptcy
by Jeffrey Solomon, Bankruptcy Section Chair

toys at the Broward County Bar Association Holiday Party on
December 14th! The YLS is also hosting its first Martini
Happy Hour on Friday, February 1st at Timpano’s on Las
Olas Boulevard in Ft. Lauderdale. The cost will be $10
per person and all proceeds will go toward Holiday in
January. This will include 2 speciality martinis, hors
d’oeuvres and private room in the piano bar. The YLS and
the foster care children attendees thank you for your
continued support!
February is Black History Month and the YLS is fortunate

enough to have another fantastic speaker at our February
28th, 2008 luncheon, which will be co-hosted by the TJ
Reddick Bar Association. The YLS is thrilled to have
Broward’s Chief Assistant State Attorney Chuck Morton as
our guest speaker! The cost for attendance is $25.00 per
person and R.S.V.P.’s can be made to the BCBA at 954-764-
8040. Please make sure to R.S.V.P. to ensure a spot at a
luncheon you surely do not want to miss.
In March we have some exciting events to look out for. This

year’s Bowl-A-Thon will be on Saturday, March 8th from
5:30 to 8pm at Wilton Manor Lanes and is to benefit a most
worthy cause...a fight to cure cystic fibrosis. All proceeds
will go to the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation and we encourage
people to not only come out and have a great time, but to truly
help make a difference in the lives of so many people that are
affected by this horrible disease. Please also keep an eye out
for the Softball Tournament, which has moved from the end
of February to the end of March. We will be sending out
email blasts soon with more information relative to both
events.

Remember, you do not have to be young or a lawyer to
attend our events! As always, should you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to contact Chris D. Connally at
CDConnally@hotmail.com.

The Debtor and his wife purchased
property in Seaside, Florida in 1995. (This is a real
case.) They resided in Tallahassee until June 30, 2005.
They moved to their Seaside property, designated it as
their homestead, and then filed a Chapter 7 petition on
November 3, 2006. The Seaside property had
$2,000,000 in equity. The debtor claimed that the
homestead was fully exempt. Was the debtor able to
retain the homestead as fully exempt under the new
bankruptcy law?

The holding in In re Reinhard, 377 BR 315
(Bankr N. D. FL Oct. 16, 2007) and a review of the
changes to the homestead exemption in bankruptcy
will be discussed below, but first a few observations.
The Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer
Protection Act was effective October 17, 2005.

BAPCPA was designed to prevent so-called abuse by
consumers and to make it more difficult to file Chapter
7 bankruptcy. Despite this goal, the law did nothing to
root out the causes of individuals struggling to pay their
bills. Debt problems have especially increased in
Florida for homeowners with increasing property taxes
and insurance as well as adjustable rate mortgage
payments to sub-prime lenders. Moreover, numerous
individuals used their equity in their homes to buy
investment properties which are now being foreclosed.
Increasing numbers of people have no alternative but
to file a chapter 7 bankruptcy. Other individuals may
need to file a Chapter 13 to save their homes.
(Interestingly, homeowners under certain conditions in
Chapter 13 can eliminate the secured claim of their

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF
BROWARD COUNTY, FLORIDA

ASSISTANT GENERAL COUNSEL (A-027)
2 Positions - Please specify in your application for which
area you are applying (i.e., Construction Law or General
Governmental Law)

Graduation from an accredited law school; admission to the
Florida Bar; minimum of (3) yrs. of experience in professional
legal work preferred. Construction Law experience preferred
for one position. Governmental Law experience preferred for
one position. Beginning salary based upon experience. Letter
of Interest and Resume must be received on or before March 3,
2008.

For job qualifications and application procedures, access
The School Board of Broward County’s website:
www.browardschools.com, Employment, Administrative.
An Equal Opportunity Employer.
SEND FOUR (4) COLLATED COPIES OF YOUR
LETTER OF INTEREST AND RESUME TO:

Edward J. Marko, Esq.
Office of the School Board Attorney
600 SE Third Avenue, 11th Floor

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301
(754) 321-2050

Continued on page 11
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The Broward Barrister is published by the Broward County Bar Association as
a part of our commitment to provide membership with information relating to issues and

concerns on the local level. Opinions and positions expressed in the signed materials
are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of this publication or the

Broward County Bar Association.
1051 SE Third Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316

BROWARD COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS JULY 1 2007– JUNE 30, 2008

OFFICERS
President Barbara K. Sunshine 587-9539
President-Elect Christopher M. “Chris” Neilson 920-4529
Secretary/Treasurer Carlos M. Llorente 485-4470
Past President Victor P. DeBianchi, Jr. 929-6666

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Southeast
Michele A. Cavallaro 925-8228
Morrie I. Levine 925-9000
John C. Primeau 921-2001
Southwest
Diana Santa Maria 434-1077
West
Roshawn J. Banks 747-1843
Jordana L. Goldstein 474-8080
Marie P. Montefusco 424-4626

JUDICIAL REPRESENTATIVE
The Honorable Stacy Ross

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Art Goldberg 764-8040 Fax: 764-8060

YOUNG LAWYERS SECTION OFFICERS
President Chris D. Connally 626-0000
President-Elect Scott P. Chitoff 522-2200
Secretary/Treasurer Michael B. Gilden 924-0300

FLORIDA BAR BOARD OF GOVERNORS-17TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
Allison Bethel 712-4605 Eugene Pettis 523-9922
Jesse H. Diner 925-5501 Frank C. Walker 764-7676
Nancy W. Gregoire 761-8600

17TH CIRCUIT BOARD OF GOVERNORS,YOUNG LAWYERS DIVISION
Scott Chitoff Felicia Jordan Adam Rabinowitz Ghenette Wright Muir

Central
Allison K. Bethel 712-4605
Deborah Poore FitzGerald 463-8456
Ted P. Galatis, Jr. 522-6700
John G. Jordan 772-8222
Todd R. McPharlin 522-6601
Angel Petti Rosenberg 463-9077
Bruce A. Weihe 568-7000
Northwest
Jorge E. Hurtado 777-4711
Northeast
Alan S. Fishman 975-7800
Patrick B. Giunta 928-0100
Julie F. Klahr 771-4500

Amended Florida Lawyer Advertising Rules Take Effect February 1st
by Margaret Grisdela

On December 20, 2007, the Supreme Court of Florida ruled on the
Bar’s Motion for Reconsideration on the attorney advertising rules
(Case No. SC05-2194). The court denied the Motion, but modified
its order.

The amendments to subchapter 4-7 of the Rules regulating The
Florida Bar become effective on February 1, 2008 and apply to all
lawyers who practice law in Florida, including out-of-state
attorneys who advertise for business in the state.

While most of the proposed amendments are approved, several
significant areas are denied or remain unresolved. These include
the following:

Radio and television advertisements must now be filed in
final format with the Bar’s headquarters in Tallahassee at least
15 days prior to first use. The Florida Bar has 15 days to
respond to an ad, and lack of a response shall be deemed
approval. The proposal to allow submission concurrent with
first use was denied. (See, Rule 4-7.7(1)(a) and Rule 4-
7.7(b)(2)(B)).

The court re-inserted the filing exemption for lawyer-to-
lawyer communications in Rule 4-7.8(d).

The Bar proposed several amendments to rule 4-7.1
(General). The requested exemption for communications with
family members was adopted.

The Bar’s proposal to relax disclosure requirements for non-
celebrity, non-lawyer spokespersons was denied (see Rule 4-
7.5). The use of celebrity spokespersons remains a forbidden
form of advertising.

Existing website and e-mail guidelines under rule 4-7.6
remain unchanged pending completion of a report by the
Special Committee on Website Advertising.

Board certified attorneys can now describe themselves as an
“expert in (area of certification)” in addition to use of the terms
“certified,” “board certified,” or “specialist” (see Rule 4-7.2 (c)
(6)). This drew a strong dissent from Chief Justice R. Fred Lewis,
who described use of the term expert as “advertising pandering.”

Advertisements other than radio or TV required to be filed for
review may be filed in advance of or concurrently with the first
date of dissemination (see 4-7.7 (a) (2)). Upon request, The
Florida Bar will provide an advisory opinion within 15 days of
receipt for pieces filed at least 15 days prior to first release.

Unchanged guidelines include the use of print testimonials,
references to past successes, and comparisons that can not be
factually documented. A list of clients may be published with
associated client permission. The hiring disclaimer is no longer
required. Written communications and matching envelopes must
still be marked with “Advertisement” in red ink and a legible font
size.

The Florida Bar’s opinion is now binding in a grievance

proceeding, making the lawyer immune from grievance liability
after the voluntary filing of a non-exempt advertisement
(assuming no issues of misrepresentation).

There are many other changes to the Rules not covered here due
to space constraints. The complete 59 page Revised Opinion (No.
SC05-2194) with all amendments is available on the Florida
Supreme Court’s website at the following link:
http://www.floridasupremecourt.org/decisions/opinions.shtml.

Attorneys and legal marketers will want to read these Rule
revisions carefully for application and compliance requirements
within their individual firm.

Note: The author gratefully acknowledges the assistance of The
Florida Bar’s Office of Ethics Counsel for their assistance in
interpreting certain provisions of the Court’s recent ruling.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Margaret Grisdela is the President of
Legal Expert Connections, Inc. and the author of the legal
marketing book entitled Courting Your Clients: The Essential
Guide to Legal Marketing. She is a 2008 Co-Chair of the Legal
Marketing Association, South Florida City Group. You can reach
her at mg@legalexpertconnections.com.

Michael G. Powell - 1st Equity Appraisals, LLC
State Certified Residential Real Estate Appraiser

St. Cert. Res. REA # RD 5615

Real Estate Appraisals in Broward, Dade
& Palm Beach Counties

Specializing in Estate and Divorce Settlement Valuation
Date of Death Appraisals

Phone (954) 770-7597
Fax (954) 306-2602

Email:mgp@1stequityappraisals.com
Website: www.1stequityappraisals.com
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OFFICE SPACE
Downtown
East Las Olas impressive suite for four attorneys.
Two offices are available with secretarial stations,
conference room, receptionist, mail room and
kitchen. Call 954.838.8880.

Downtown
Close to Port, hospital and Courthouse. Up to 2500
square feet available mid-February 2008 in new office
building. Ample parking, secured access, 9 foot
ceilings, high impact glass. Email eri@itzler.com (954)
764-8225

Fort Lauderdale
E. Oakland Park Blvd. Suites from 460 sq. ft. to 1250
sq. ft. Can be combined for larger space. First and
Second Floor available. 954/564-7545 or e-mail
jokojo999@bellsouth.net

FORT LAUDERDALE
1800 Sq. Ft. office space for lease in well maintained
Professional Building located on Commercial
Boulevard in Fort Lauderdale. Great layout includes a
large conference room, $2800/month includes pro rata
R/E taxes, building insurance, water and pest control.
Please call (954) 993-4006.

FORT LAUDERDALE
Four large executive offices available, fully furnished,
including reception, secretarial cubicles, conference
rooms, kitchen, copiers, scanner, phone/fax, DSL.
Ample free parking. Share with AV rated litigation
law firm. Elegant building. Beautiful spacious build
out with marble and wood. One mile west of I-95;
close to Turnpike. Call Diana: 954-735-0000

FORT LAUDERDALE
Executive Airport/Commercial Blvd. Four large
executive offices available, fully furnished, including
reception, secretarial cubicles, conference rooms,
kitchen, copiers, scanner, phone/fax, DSL. Ample
free parking. Share with
AV rated litigation law firm. Elegant building.
Beautiful spacious build out with marble and wood.
One mile west of I-95; close to Turnpike. Call
Diana: 954-735-0000

Hollywood
On Sheridan St. W. of I-95, office with sec. station,
receptionist, voice mail, kitchen, etc. Contact Jeffrey
Solomon, 954-967-9800.

Hollywood
Half mile west of I-95 on Stirling Road. Beautifully
decorated executive offices. Great location 10 minutes
from downtown Ft. Lauderdale and downtown
Hollywood. Email nydia@menendezlawfirm.com. (954)
963-7220.

Hollywood
Space for Lease (Immediate Availability) Perfect for
Solo Professional-First Class, lakeview office space,
in suite. Emerald Lake Corporate Park, 3111 Stirling
Road, Hollywood/Ft. Lauderdale. w/wo secretarial
space, beautiful conference room, parking, security,
maintenance, 1 or 2 offices in suite, all amenities
available including: Internet, Westlaw, telephone, etc.
Call Diane (954) 962-5900

Hollywood
3 Large offices available. Includes receptionist,
beautiful conference room with media, DSL, parking,
janitorial, electricity, storage space, copier machine,
fax line, and much more. Secretarial space available
if needed. Potential for Referrals.
954-923-3603

Oakland Park-
Atty. office for rent@ only $450/month. On Oakland
Park Boulevard, 2 blocks west of I-95. Office space
includes high speed Internet, use of conference room
and reception area for clients. Contact 954-494-4102.

Weston
One office available. 10 x 10 with window. Located in
Weston near Royal Palm Bvld. Private entrance,
shared Reception, conference rooms and kitchen.
Internet included. 954 349-7988.

20% off
in-Store Purchase!!

Pink Pussycat Flower Shop, Inc.
5245 West Broward Blvd.

Plantation, FL 33317
(954) 584-7045

Contact: Linda Wright

10%
Discount with this ad!!

A Wedding Showcase & More!
5235 W. Broward Blvd.
½ Miles East of University

Just West of the Turnpike Overpass
(954) 584-7311
Contact: Dawn D’Agnese

Enjoy any DRY CLEANING ORDER at

50%
off the regular price- maximum

discount of $10.00
one time use per month!!

North Hill Cleaners
4628 N. University Drive
Coral Springs, FL 33067

(954) 227-7788

Enjoy

New River Pizza
Downtown and at Sawgrass
“Two” pizzas, “one” topping

$24.95(reg. $28.90)
20 boneless wings, large pizza

$24.95(reg. $28.45)
Expiration Date:3/1/2008

954-618-7000

20% off
First Order

Speedy Printing Express
5239 W. Broward Blvd.

(East Acre Village Center)
Plantation, FL 33317

Contact: Ruben Horschauer
(954) 581-2611

Know a local vendor
willing to offer discounts
in exchange for advertising?

Contact Art Goldberg
954-764-8040

$5.00 Off
check totaling $25.00 or more

with coupon-Dine-in only

Nat’s Beach Cafe
101 N. Ocean Blvd.

Hollywood Beach, FL 33019

(954) 924-4840
Contact: Nat Dorman

Discounted Nightly Rate For Stay At

Hank’s Cay
Villa Rentals, Inc.
Villa- 50% only 2/BR/2BA

Must state that you are a member of the BCBA

E-mail: HCvillarental@bellsouth.net
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Failure to file an annual report can have serious
implications for a Florida corporation. A Florida corporation is
required to file an annual report with the Department of State.
§ 607.1622(1), F.S. The report is ministerial; it includes
administrative particulars such as the address of its principal office,
and the names and addresses of its current directors and principal
officers. Id. The requirement to file the report is absolute, and
failure to file causes the corporation to be automatically
administratively dissolved. The Florida Statutes provide for
reinstatement upon the filing of the delinquent annual report.
However, the dissolution may have disastrous repercussions as the
corporation can lose valuable rights for failing to file the report.
The danger is especially true for companies which hold intellectual
property, such as patents, trademarks or copyrights, since the
Federal Circuit has recently barred recovery of patent rights for a
temporarily dissolved corporation.

The Florida Business Corporation Act (“FBCA”) requiring
the annual report states “any corporation failing to file an annual
report…shall not be permitted to maintain or defend any action in
any court of this state until such report is filed.” § 607.1622(8), F.S.
However, subsection 8 cannot be read in a vacuum. Although a
corporation apparently loses its capacity to sue for failing to file an
annual report, “a corporation administratively dissolved continues its
corporate existence but may not carry on any business except that
necessary to wind up and liquidate its business and affairs.” §
607.1421(3), F.S. (emphasis added). In addition, the FBCA provides
that dissolution of a corporation does not “prevent commencement of
a proceeding by or against the corporation in its corporate name.” §
607.1405(2)(e), F.S. However, the FBCA has a reinstatement
provision at § 607.1422:

(1)(a) A corporation administratively dissolved under s.
607.1421 may apply to the Department of State for
reinstatement at any time after the effective date of
dissolution …

(3) When the reinstatement is effective, it relates back to
and takes effect as of the effective date of the administrative
dissolution and the corporation resumes carrying on its
business as if the administrative dissolution had never
occurred.

Thus, Florida courts have held that §§ 607.1421(3) and
607.1405(2)(e) allow a dissolved corporation to regain capacity to
sue only as necessary to wind up its business and affairs. However,
once reinstated, Florida courts have been lenient in allowing Florida
corporations to litigate issues, including lawsuits based upon facts
occurring prior to reinstatement. See Triple T., Inc. v. Jaghory, 612
So.2d 642, 643 (4th DCA 1993) (reversing summary judgment on
grounds that a contract executed by a dissolved corporation is a
nullity) and cases cited therein.

The Federal Circuit, however, uses a federal court standard
that does not account for Florida state laws or jurisprudence. In
Paradise Creations, Inc. v, U V Sales, Inc., 315 F.3d 1304 (Fed. Cir.
2003), the Federal Circuit followed the rule that whether a party has
standing to assert the jurisdiction of a federal court is a question of
federal law, and “standing is to be determined as of the

DissolvedCorporations LoseFederal Standing Requirements
by Nick Lewis,Esq.andJoeEnglander,Esq.

Christopher & Weisberg,P.A.
commencement of suit.” Id. at 1308, quoting Lujan v. Defenders of
Wildlife, 504 U.S. 555, 570 n.5 (1992) (plurality opinion). The
Paradise Creations court addressed the issue of whether a suit for
patent infringement must be dismissed for lack of Article III
standing because the plaintiff Florida corporation claimed its patent
rights under a contract executed when it was administratively
dissolved. The Plaintiff then filed a patent infringement suit during
the same period of dissolution, prior to reinstatement.

U V Sales argued that since Paradise Creations did not
have enforceable patent rights during the period of dissolution,
Paradise Creations did not hold rights to the patent at the time the
suit was filed. Paradise Creations did not challenge the assertion,
and the Federal Circuit deemed it admitted.

Actually, Paradise Creations depended upon its
reinstatement after filing the infringement action as curing any
defects in standing. Paradise Creations relied upon the relation-
back provision of § 607.1422(3), F.S., and, ostensibly, upon Florida
state court jurisprudence in interpretation of that provision.

However, the Federal Circuit did not allow the relation-
back provision to provide standing when it was not with the
Plaintiff at the time of filing. The Federal Circuit instead ruled that
the capacity of a corporation to sue or be sued in Federal court is be
determined by the law under which it was organized according to
Rule 17(b), F.R.C.P., and § 607.1421(3), F.S., grants such capacity
only so far as necessary to wind up its affairs. The court decided
that since the appellant had no enforceable rights in the patent at
the time of filing, which appellant did not challenge, then there was
no cognizable injury as required by Article III, and such defect
cannot be retroactively cured after the inception of the lawsuit. As
such, a plaintiff cannot rely on the Florida corporate revival statute
to retroactively claim enforceable patent rights on the day the
complaint was filed in order to assert standing.

The Federal Circuit acted in direct contrast to the typical
actions of a Florida state court, where, “in general, corporations
lacking the ability to bring suit, due to a temporary impediment,
have been given leave to remove the impediment,” Allied Roofing
Industries, Inc. v Denilo Venegas, et al., 862 So.2d 6 (3rd DCA Fla.
2003). Florida state jurisprudence holds that a reinstated
corporation may bring suit on a cause of action “either existing at
the time of dissolution or thereafter.” Allied Roofing, 862 So.2d at
6 n.1, citing Levine v. Levine, 734 So.2d 1191, 1197 (2d DCA Fla.
1999).

In Paradise Creations, the court declined to address
whether a plaintiff could pursue damages for infringement
occurring during the dissolution period. The court also declined to
address whether an agreement entered into during a period of
dissolution is voidable by the other party, or simply automatically
void. It is apparent that in Florida state court these issues would
not arise, since the courts afford greater deference to the relation-
back provision in the Florida Statutes. However, it is clear from
Paradise Creations that failure to file annual reports will hinder a
corporation’s enforceable rights, especially those stemming solely
from Federal law, such as the Patent Act, the Copyright Act, and the
Federal Trademark Act. General Counsel or outside counsel
handling corporate filings for companies that deal with Intellectual
Property issues must be aware of the potential repercussions for
failing to file an annual report.
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WALK TO
COURTHOUSE

3 offices available in office
sharing arrangement.

*Remodeled, Wood floors
*Large secretarial areas,

copy/fax/scanner, kitchen,
conference room
*Filing cabinets,

phone system, Fast Speed
Access, parking

$725+/mo.
Dan (954) 527-0101

The Broward County Bar Association Workers’ Compensation Section

Presents:

Stayin’Alive In Workers’ Comp. Today
Friday February 15

12:00 P.M. – Lunch*

1:00 P.M. – 1:45 P.M. – Current Trends From the Judges’ Perspective.

Hon. Geraldine B. Hogan; Hon. Daniel A. Lewis; Hon. Kathryn S. Pecko

1:45 P.M. – 2:45 P.M. – Effectively Navigating Through Today’s

Workers’ Comp System

Warren Brown, Esq.; Howard Scheiner, Esq.

Victor Marrero – Director of Risk Management – BSO

2:45 P.M. – 3:00 P.M. – Break

3:00 P.M. – 3:45 P.M. – Litigating Claims Under Today’s PTD Law

Ray Malca, Esq.

Susan Lazarus –Vocational Rehab. Counselor/Consultant

3:45 P.M. – 4:15 P.M. – Recent Decisions From the DCA & Supreme

Court/Attorney Fees Update
Barbara Wagner, Esq.; Cheryl Wilke, Esq.

* Lunch included in program cost: $75.00 for members, $90.00 for non-members.

Please register with BCBA by calling 954-764-8040

Committee:

Richard Wagenheim – Chair

Seth Abrams • Tom Conroy • Jim Price • Mal Steinberg • Deborah Fitzgerald – BCBA board liaison

Location: BCBA Offices,

1051 SE 3rd Avenue, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316

North Broward Bar Association

February 12
Speaker

Chief Judge Victor Tobin

NORTH SATELLITE

COURTHOUSE

1600W. Hillsboro Blvd.

Deerfield Beach

All luncheons will be held at Noon
MarkYour Calendar

For information and to RSVP:
Call Alan Fishman (954) 975-7800
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Lawyers in the LIMELIGHT

Lifetime Members Recognized
The officers and directors of the Broward County Bar Association would like to acknowledge those members that are designated
as “LIFETIME MEMBERS”. They have been members of the Broward County Bar Association for over 40 years. For these many

years, they have been actively participating in the growth and development of the Broward County Bar Association.
Job well done!

Does your Evidence Storage
Break the Chain of Custody?

A key piece of evidence can make or break your case.
The Evidence Storage Company (TESCO) offers you secure, independent

third party evidence storage for large or small items.

You get convenient pick-up and delivery, as well as 24/7 access for evidence examination.
TESCO is licensed, bonded, and available to serve Monroe, Miami-Dade, Broward,

Palm Beach, Martin and Collier counties. Call for details.

561-302-0756
www.tescoevidence.com

Karl W. Adler
Ernest A. Alexas
W. George Allen

Emerson L. Allsworth
Jesse L. Amsden

Wilson Charles Atkinson, III
John E. Aurelius
Patrick L. Bailey
Gary S. Barber

William N. Benson
William H. Bielejeski, Jr.

The Honorable George A. Brescher
The Honorable Barbara Bridge

Burton Burdick
The Honorable Miette Burnstein

Myron H. Burnstein
James D. Camp, Jr.

Alvin Capp
Russell Carlisle

Wynne M. Casteel, Jr.
The Honorable Robert O. Collins

Louis J. DeReuil
Bruno L. DiGiulian

Raymond A. Doumar
Alex A. Dow

Davis W. Duke, Jr.
J. Patrick Dyal
W. Tinsley Ellis
Maurice Fixel

The Honorable Robert J. Fogan
R.M. Gardner

The Honorable John Gaudiosi
George H. Gore

Paul A. Gore
William H. Grimditch, Jr.

The Honorable Bobby W. Gunther
The Honorable Raymond Hare

The Honorable Harry G. Hinckley, Jr.
James Houlihan Carroll

Robert E. Huebner
Floyd V. Hull, Jr.

W. Clayton Johnson
Rohan Kelley

Richard R. Kirsch
Jon E. Krupnick
William J. Lee

Hugh T. Maloney
Edward J. Marko

Donald C. McClosky
Donald B. Medalie

William H. Meeks, III
William G. Miller, Jr.

The Honorable Leroy H. Moe
George R. Moraitis

The Honorable Estella M. Moriarty
The Honorable W. Herbert Moriarty

The Honorable Ross Mowry
Sandford Muchnick

James O. (Russ) Murphy, Jr.
Michael Myers McFall

Donald H. Norman
Francis D. O'Connor

J. Patrick O'Neal
Charles E. Paoli, Jr.
Arthur B. Parkhurst
George A. Patterson

Fort Lauderdale, FL: Linda Conahan, a shareholder with Gunster Yoakley, has
been named by Governor Charlie Crist to be on the Florida Commission on Ethics
for a two-year term.

Brinkley, Morgan, Solomon, Tatum, Stanley, Lunny & Crosby, LLP is pleased to
announce that associate Scott P. Chitoff has become a Partner of the firm.

Scott P. Chitoff received his Bachelor of Science degree in Legal Studies in 1993,
his Master of Science in Dispute Resolution in 1995 and his Juris Doctor degree in
2000, all from Nova Southeastern University.

Jerry Pollock
Charles M. Prince
Henry Ransburgh
Raleigh R. Rawls

George Richardson, Jr.
Leonard Robbins

Romney C. Rogers
Dwight L. Rogers, Jr.

Richard H. Roth
Reuben M. Schneider

Carl Schuster
James A. Scott

Clifford B. Selwood, Jr.
Ennis R. Shepherd
William S. Spencer

The Honorable Leonard Stafford
Roger H. Staley

Robert M. Sturrup
Norman D. Tripp

Welcom H. Watson
O. Edgar Williams, Jr.

Julian L. Williams
Melvin J. Witte

Robert Wutt
William Zeiher

Robert E. Ziegler
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“Giving Things Away On the Internet Can Get You In Hot Water”
by Alan Weisberg, Esq. • Christopher & Weisberg, P.A.

The internet provides a means to communicate with millions of
people on a daily basis, and as such, provides a prime venue for
marketing campaigns. Such campaigns often include a “give-away”
or “free item” incentive for an individual to provide personal
information and/or purchase other goods or services through the
internet, i.e., “Sign up now and receive a free Apple® Ipod®,” or
“Register today and get a complimentary Sony® Vaio® laptop!”
These third-party products are often purchased by the entity
offering the campaign, but casual use of protected trademarks and
copyrighted materials, while seemingly harmless, can wind up
costing you.

Trademark use is governed by both state and federal law, namely
Title XXXIII, Chapter 495, and 15 U.S.C. §1051 et seq.,
respectively. A trademark is a word, phrase, symbol, or design used
in commerce to identify and distinguish goods from one seller or
manufacturer from another. In particular, trademarks identify the
source of the goods being offered. A trademark holder may lose
certain trademark rights if the trademark is not enforced, and
enforceability of a trademark against a potentially infringing party
hinges on confusion as to sponsorship, ownership, affiliation, etc.
Thus, in marketing campaigns, the issue arises: Is use of a third-
party mark even permissible?

The answer is yes. A third-party trademark can be used if it is
descriptive of the origin of the products used in the promotion.
Bihari v. Gross, 119 F.Supp.2d 309 (S.D.N.Y. 2000). In addition,
“fair use” allows advertisers to use another’s mark to describe their
own product so long as the term is used in good faith other than as
a mark to describe their own goods or services. 15 U.S.C.
§1115(b)(4). Courts have held that traditional fair use may be found
so long as the use is not confusing to consumers about the source of
the advertiser’s product, and the representations are truthful
(Neutrik Ag v. Switchcraft, Inc., 2001 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 3180
(S.D.N.Y. 2001)). In addition, “nominative” fair use has been
allowed where use of another’s mark does not imply sponsorship or
endorsement because the mark is only used to describe the item
rather than to identify its source, i.e., the product or service is not
readily identifiable without the trademark. Playboy Ent. Inc., v.
Terri Welles et al., 279 F.3d 796 (9th Cir. 2001). Whether or not a
particular use involves a likelihood of confusion involves analysis
of several primary factors, including: 1) similarity of the marks; 2)
degree of relatedness of products/services; 3) strength of asserted
mark; 4) marketing channels of the two marks; 5) degree of care
used by consumers; 6) intent behind selection of junior marks; 7)
evidence of actual confusion; and 8) likelihood of expansion.

In an internet “give-away” scenario, trademark infringement
essentially boils down to evidence of actual confusion as to
sponsorship of the campaign, and even further to “initial interest
confusion.” Initial interest confusion arises when a consumer is
misled into believing the mark owner is affiliated with or sponsors
the campaign using the mark even if lack of such affiliation is made
clear at some future point. Caterpillar Inc. v. Telescan Tech., L.L.C.,
2002 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 3477 (C.D. Ill. 2002). In other words, a
disclaimer may not free you of liability.

So how do you protect yourself or your client? Primarily,
disclaimer language should make it clear that (1) there is no
affiliation or sponsorship between the campaign sponsor and the
third party mark owner, and (2) ownership of the mark resides with

the third-party mark owner. The disclaimer should be placed as
early as possible in web pages comprising the marketing campaign.

Secondly, do not use the mark as part of the domain name. Use
of a third-party mark in a domain name creates initial interest
consumer confusion. Paccar Inc. v. Telescan Tech., L.L.C., 319 F.3d
243 (6th Cir. 2003)(partially overruled on other grounds).
Furthermore, a disclaimer won’t cure the infringement because the
damage is done once the consumer is lured to the web site.
Caterpillar Inc. In addition, don’t use the mark in meta-tags or as
“invisible text” (text embedded on the web page in same color as the
background), both of which are commonly used to increase the
possibility of a “hit” when using search engines. Use of a third-
party mark in a meta-tag creates initial interest consumer confusion.
Brookfield Com., Inc. v. West Coast Entertainment Corp., 174 F.3d
1036 (9th Cir. 1999).

Thirdly, don’t alter the appearance of the third-party mark. Use
the mark exactly as used and/or registered by the third-party mark
holder. An alteration can be a misuse if the alteration has the
potential to lessen the selling power of a distinctive mark. Deere &
Co. v. MTD Prods., Inc., 41 F.3d 39 (2nd Cir. 1994). Moreover, the
appearance of the mark should not be overshadowed.
Overshadowing use with respect to the size of other text and
graphics on a page can be a basis for likelihood of confusion.
Mattel Inc. v. Robarb’s, Inc., 139 F.Supp2d 487 (S.D.N.Y. 2001).

In addition to the measures above, fulfill the promotions with the
actual advertised / selected products. Under the “First Sale
Doctrine,” the trademark can be used to re-sell the product as long
as use is in a manner that is not likely to cause confusion. Bernina
of America, Inc. v. Fashion Fabrics Int’l, Inc., 2001 U.S. Dist LEXIS
1211 (N.D. Ill. 2001). To further reduce the likelihood of confusion,
use unrelated third-party marks together on the same web page. Use
of competitors’ marks, e.g., “Nike” and “Adidas,” together on a web
page may lessen the ability to assert the existence of consumer
confusion, as a consumer is not likely to believe competitive entities
are co-sponsoring a campaign. Also, the use of the third-party mark
should be incidental to the campaign, as less use of the mark lessens
the likelihood of a complaint.

Copyright issues also may arise in use of product images, use of
manufacturer advertising or marketing materials, as well as
embedded links to download content from a manufacturer’s web
site. Copyright is governed by federal law as set forth in 17 U.S.C.
§101 et seq. Essentially, copyright laws protect the expression of an
idea fixed in a tangible medium, including such items as photos,
advertisement art work, jingles, web sites, and computer programs.
Shorter phrases, i.e., “Let’s get ready to rumble,” are generally
classified as trademarks and are not protectable under copyright
laws. A copyright owner has the exclusive right to create derivative
works, reproduce the original work, broadcast / display the work,
distribute the work, perform the work, and perform audio works by
digital audio transmission. Images of a third-party product should
not be used on a web site unless the campaign provider owns or has
the right to use the image, for example, through a license from the
copyright holder, by having an employee take a picture of an actual
product, or by having an agency or contractor take an image of the
item. Marketing materials, text, advertisements, instructions, etc.
are all subject to copyright protection and also should not be used
without permission from the manufacturer.

CONGRATULATIONS RUSSELL E. CARLISLE, ESQ.
Russell E. Carlisle, Esq. has been selected as the recipient of The Florida Bar President’s Pro Bono Service Award for

2008 from the Seventeenth Judicial Circuit. Mr. Carlisle will be honored by The Florida Bar and the Justices of the
Supreme Court at a ceremony held on January 31st, 2008 at the Supreme Court Building in Tallahassee. Way to go

Russell! You are truly deserving of this most prestigious award.

CONGRATULATIONS! PAUL E. GIFFORD, ESQ.
BROWARD LAWYERS CARE (BLC) ATTORNEY OF THE MONTH

Paul E. Gifford, Esq. is a sole -practitioner assisting Legal Aid clients in family matters. He has been a member of
BLC’s panel since 1994 and has volunteered 300+ hours.

Thank you for your willingness to assist and never turning the neediest away.
You are our hero!

MAKE BROWARD LAWYERS CARE (BLC) YOUR NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION!
This is truly a resolution that will make you feel better and isn’t that what resolutions are all about? If you have not
signed up to participate in BLC or have not renewed your membership…do so TODAY! Volunteer a minimum of 20

hours of free legal service or make a minimum contribution of $ 350.
Remember Legal Aid offer $1 million in malpractice insurance for cases accepted through BLC

Contact Kimberly Zaffere (954) 736-2426

SUPPORT LEGAL AID FOR LOW-INCOME KIDS
Buy your “Kids Deserve Justice” specialty license plate TODAY! Every dollar of the Kids Deserve Justice specialty

license plate fee of $25.00 will fund children’s legal services. www.flabarfndn/KidsDeserveJustice.org

GOT CLE’S - IT’S ABOUT THAT TIME AGAIN
The Broward County Bar Association’s Family Law Section and Broward Lawyers Care-Free Intermediate CLE Family

law Seminar on Friday.
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How your law firm 
can save 30% in 

malpractice insurance 
premiums, improve 

coverage, while using 
“A” rated carriers. 

Eric Yankwitt, Capacity Insurance

Call 954/763-3302 and get the 
best deal for you. 

We also handle property & casualty 
coverage, comprehensive & workers’ 

compensation, health care & life insurance 
products. 

Capacity Insurance, 500 S.E. 17th Street, #220 

second mortgages.)
Meanwhile, debtors and their attorneys must

struggle with the vague requirements of the new
“means test” to determine the amount that debtors
must pay to unsecured creditors. There are already
hundreds of cases, often conflicting, on means test
issues.
The key point to be made here is that the overwhelming
majority of individuals who need bankruptcy relief
qualify for chapter 7 just as under the old law and do
not have to make any payments to unsecured
creditors. (For more information on either the means
test or restructuring secured debt in Chapter 13, see
articles at www.solomonlawoffice.com .)

Another goal of BAPCPA was to restrict the
“mansion loophole” of the unlimited homestead
exemption, particularly in Florida. No longer can
debtors move to Florida, invest all of their funds in a
Florida homestead, and promptly file bankruptcy.

Under both prior and current law, venue is
proper in Florida if the debtor resided here for at least
91 days. Under prior law, the new Florida resident
could use Florida exemptions. Under the new law, a
debtor may not use Florida exemptions in bankruptcy
unless the debtor was domiciled in Florida for more
than 730 days.

Between 730 and 1215 days, the Florida
homestead exemption is limited to $125,000.00. (As of
April 1, 2007, the amount increased to $136,875.00.)
Only if the period is greater than 1215 days may the
debtor receive the benefit of the unlimited Florida
homestead exemption.

BAPCPA expressly permits a rollover of the
proceeds from the sale of a prior residence, and the act
has been interpreted to apply to multiple rollovers. In re
Charles H. Wayrynen, 332 BR 479 (Bankr. S.D. FL
2005)..

If a husband and wife file a joint bankruptcy
during the 730-1215 day period, are they each entitled
to the $125,000 exemption thereby doubling the total
exemption?  Yes, according to In re Rasmussen, 349
BR 747 (Bankr. M.D. FL 2006), In re Chouinard. 358 BR
814 (Bankr. M.D. FL 2006), and In Re Limperis, 2007
Bankr. Lexis 1888 (Bankr. S. D. FL 2007).

BAPCPA did not change the protection of
property owned as tenancy by the entireties.  In re
Buonopane, 349 BR 346 (Bankr. M.D. FL  2007). In re
Wagstaff, 2006 Bankr. Lexis 716 (Bankr S.D. FL 2006),
In re Robedee, 2007 Bankr. Lexis 1889 (Bankr. S.D. FL
2007).  Additionally, one court concluded that even
though the debtor had not resided in Florida for two
years, the debtor was entitled to claim that the
residence was exempt as tenancy by the entireties. In
re Schwarz, III, 362 BR 532(Bankr. S.D. FL 2007).

We have been discussing the limited
homestead exemption between 730-1215 days and the
unlimited homestead protection if greater than 1215
days, but what do the number of days represent?  The
center of the issues pertaining to the new law as to
homestead is Section 522(p)(1), which provides::

““......aa ddeebbttoorr mmaayy nnoott eexxeemmpptt aannyy aammoouunntt ooff iinntteerreesstt
tthhaatt wwaass aaccqquuiirreedd bbyy tthhee ddeebbttoorr dduurriinngg tthhee 11221155--
ddaayy  ppeerriioodd pprreecceeddiinngg tthhee ddaattee ooff tthhee ffiilliinngg ooff tthhee
ppeettiittiioonn tthhaatt eexxcceeeeddss iinn tthhee aaggggrreeggaattee $$112255,,000000 iinn
vvaalluuee...... 

This section does not require that the property must
have been the debtor’s homestead for more than 1215
days.  The issue is the construction of the phrase “aann
iinntteerreesstt that was aaccqquuiirreedd by the debtor during the
1215 day period.”

Several cases have addressed the issue in the
context of appreciation.  What if property appreciated
in value more than $125,000.00 during the previous
1215 days?  Is appreciation an interest that is
acquired? Courts have held that because an increase in
value is not “acquired”, the increased value is exempt
In re Sainlar, 344 BR 649 (Bankr. M.D. FL 2006)(title is
acquired, not equity).  See the detailed analysis of the
statute in In re Rasmussen, 349 BR 747 (Bankr. M.D. FL
2006). Also see In re Chouinard. 358 BR 814 (Bankr.
M.D. FL 2006).

Back to the issue presented in Reinhard. The
$2,000,000 net value of the new homestead was the
equity for property that was owned more than 1215
days but was only homestead for one year.  In re
Greene, 346 BR 835 (Bankr. D. Nev. 2006), with similar
facts, held that the homestead status was a separate
interest in real property acquired within 1215 days, so
the exemption was limited to $125,000.00. In re
Rogers, 354 BR 792 (D. N.D. Tex. 2006), rejected
Greene.  Following Rasmussen, an “interest” in
property refers to a legal or equitable interest that can
be quantified with a monetary figure, so homestead is
not an interest that is acquired. As a result, property
owned more than 1215 days is fully exempt as
homestead even though it did not become homestead
until within the 1215 day period. 

What about the new ten year fraudulent transfer
provision?  11 USC  Sec. 522(O) provides that the
homestead exemption shall be reduced “ttoo tthhee eexxtteenntt
tthhaatt ssuucchh vvaalluuee iiss aattttrriibbuuttaabbllee ttoo aannyy ppoorrttiioonn ooff aannyy
pprrooppeerrttyy tthhaatt tthhee ddeebbttoorr ddiissppoosseedd ooff iinn tthhee 1100 yyeeaarr
ppeerriioodd......wwiitthh tthhee iinntteenntt ttoo hhiinnddeerr,, ddeellaayy ,, oorr ddeeffrraauudd
aa ccrreeddiittoorr aanndd tthhaatt tthhee ddeebbttoorr ccoouulldd nnoott eexxeemmpptt....”
For cases applying this statute, see In re Lacounte, 342
BR 809 (Bankr. D. Mont. 2005), In re Sissom, 2007
Bankr Lexis 1683 (Bankr. S. D. TX  May 11, 2007), and
In Re Agnew, 355 BR 276 (Bankr. D. Kan. 2006).

 In re Lyons, 355 BR 387 (Bankr. D. Mass. 2006),
relying in part on Rasmussen, held that it was not a
fraudulent transfer to file a declaration of homestead
within 1215 days even though the property was owned
for more than 1215 days.

Reinhard held that despite the restrictions in the
new bankruptcy law, the debtor was entitled to exempt
the entire $2,000,000 in equity in his residence even
thought it had been homestead property for only one
year. Surprised?

FEBRUARY SOLO / SMALL LAW FIRM
NETWORKING LUNCHES

Coral Springs
Olive Garden

1555 N. University Drive
Friday, February 8

at 12:00 PM
RSVP by phoning Evan Ostfeld, Esq.

(954) 227-7529

Hollywood
The Ark

6355 Stirling Rd.
Friday, Feruary 15

at 12:00 PM
RSVP by phoning David Silverstone, Esq.

(954) 367-0770

Plantation
Olive Garden

807 S. University Drive
(Fountains Plaza)

Wednesday, February 20
at 12:00 PM

RSVP by phoning John Rizvi, Esq.
(954) 452-0033

Weston
East City Grill

1800 Bell Tower Lane
Friday, February 22

at 12:00 PM
RSVP by phoning Rick Woolf, Esq.

(954) 252-0043

Fort Lauderdale
Bimini Boat Yard
1555 SE 17th Street

Tuesday, February 26
at 12:00 PM

RSVP by phoning Beth Lindie, Esq.
(954) 764-5400

Lighthouse Point
Fifth Avenue Grill

4650 N. Federal Highway
Thursday, February 28

at 12:00
RSVP by phoning Jesse Lieberman, Esq.

(954) 596-9944

Continued from page 4
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Workers’ compensation litigation in Ft. Lauderdale
has undergone various changes in recent years.  The
office location changed, with resulting improvements in
the facilities for mediation and trial.  Administrative
Judge Judith Brechner retired, and Judge Lewis became
responsible for office administration.  Judge
Rodriguez-Powell was appointed to the Circuit bench,
and was replaced by Judge Pecko, formerly a Miami
Judge.  Judge Hogan was appointed in 2006 to replace
Judge Brechner.

The Office of the Judges of Compensation Claims
(OJCC) is part of the executive branch, but is often
erroneously referred to as a “court.”  The OJCC
operates eighteen offices in which thirtytwo Judges
manage the entire volume of workers’ compensation
litigation in Florida.  They are assisted in this
responsibility by mediators, clerks, and secretaries.
This effort is further supported by the Division of
Administrative Hearing, or “DOAH,” in Tallahassee. The
DOAH became involved in the OJCC when the Florida
Department of Labor was abolished in 2001.  At that
time, the OJCC was transferred to the DOAH, which
now provides extensive expertise and support to the
OJCC operations in many ways.  Two of the most
important aspects of DOAH support have been the
DOAH expertise in administrative and facilities
management and the Management Information Services.
It has required significant effort to integrate the OJCC
operations into the DOAH organization.  In the midst
of that transition, the OJCC began a long overdue
transition to exploiting developing computer
technology and the internet.  The DOAH had long been
a leader in State of Florida information management.
Soon after the OJCC transfer, the DOAH leadership
recognized the immense potential that the internet and
better technology held for improved public service in
the workers’ compensation litigation system.
Leadership, coupled with vision, dedication and sound
fiscal management have resulted in the OJCC making a
technological quantum leap in the last six years, to the
undeniable benefit of the litigants, the attorneys that
represent them, and the State. 
Florida workers’ compensation seems to be always
changing. The Florida Legislature has amended the
Florida workers’ compensation law repeatedly in the
last twenty years.  Significant alterations were made in
1989, 1990, 1991, 1994, 2001, and 2003. These
statutory amendments have made the practice of
workers’ compensation law challenging to attorneys,
and have likely been difficult for injured workers and
employers to follow at times. 
The administrative processes have probably been as

difficult for attorneys and their clients.  In 1973 the
Florida Supreme Court adopted workers’ compensation
rules of procedure, similar to the other procedural rules
they have adopted and maintain for practice in Florida’s
courts.  In 1993 the Legislature directed the OJCC to
undertake this responsibility and to publish procedural
rules.  Despite this mandate, the OJCC then elected
instead to publish a supplemental set of uniform
“procedures” designed to explain or augment the
Supreme Court rules.  These were called the Uniform
Practices and Procedures, and were published but never
formally adopted pursuant to Chapter 120.  In 2003 the
DOAH published procedural rules pursuant to the
Legislature’s 1993 mandate, intended to replace rather
than supplement the Supreme Court rules.  This
decision was challenged in the courts, with the Florida
Supreme Court concluding that the DOAH rules were
appropriate, and retracting the previously published
Supreme Court procedural rules.

Certainly, attorneys have struggled with these
changes in substantive and procedural laws and
processes.  In the midst of it all, they have been further
called upon to understand and embrace the benefits
that technology and modern electronic information
management techniques have brought to the system.
Practitioners have learned to glean system and case
information from the internet, and to use the internet
for their filing needs also.  We find that despite these
many challenges, the vast majority of workers’
compensation attorneys are persevering.
The advent of computer hardware and software
improvements allows the OJCC to more precisely track
the changing trends in litigation volume and
processing.  These information management
improvements have made it possible for the OJCC to
track both the volume of petitions filed and new cases
filed.  We are also able to monitor the lifespan of
petitions, from filing through their closure by voluntary
dismissal, judicial dismissal, or adjudication. In short,
the OJCC can now determine where the work volume
is, where performance issues exist, and track trends in
both work volume and work performance.
An integral part of the OJCC is the Ft. Lauderdale
District office.  This operation services the residents of
Broward County. Three judges manage the Ft.
Lauderdale OJCC operations, Judge Dan Lewis, Judge
Kathryn Pecko, and Judge Geraldine Hogan.  This
district has seen a significant decrease in filings since
2003. In 2003, 18,627 petitions were filed in Ft.
Lauderdale District, compared to 10,676 (-43%) in
2007.  Statewide, petition filings decreased 45% during
the same period.  During the same period, “new case”

Continued Page 19

Worker’s Compensation - OJCC Overview
by Deputy Chief Judge David Langham
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2008 Election Calendar
2008 Candidates by Geographical Area

Term of Office: July 01, 2008 – June 30, 2010
Ballots Will be Mailed- APRIL 1

Ballots to be Returned - APRIL 15
Results Released- MAY 15

Northeast - Two available seats to be filled in the 2008 Election.
Southeast - Two available seats to be filled in the 2008 Election.

West - One available seat to be filled in the 2008 Election.
Central – Three available seats to be filled in the 2008 Election.

Slate Still Open to Members
Any regular member who is not nominated by the Nominating Committee, and who desires to seek election,

may obtain the signatures of ten (10) members on one or more Nominating Petitions.  The Petitions must state
the office or group for which the member seeks election.  The signed Petitions must be received in the

Association office no later than 5:00 p.m. on March 1st.

2008 BCBA Slate of Officers
Office for President
Christopher M. “Chris” Neilson 
Law Firm: Law Office of  Christopher
Mark Neilson, P.A.
Area of Law: General Civil Litigation,
Juvenile and Criminal Law, and Personal

Injury
Law School: Nova Southeastern
Admitted to The Florida Bar: 1987    
Joined BCBA: 1987

My goals as 2008 President will be a logical progression
of my BCBA service.  As Chair of the 2009 Bench and
Bar Conference, I will continue to plan, create, and
encourage an inclusive Conference, inviting the
Judiciary and all attorneys and Voluntary Bar
Associations, BCBA Sections and Committees, and
others, to fully and equally participate.  I will continue
to serve our members, and be part of BCBA’s “Seamless
Transition” process.  I will continue to advance and
improve our Association, its members, the legal and
judicial community, and to educate the community at
large.

President- Elect
Carlos M. Llorente
Law Firm: Pedisich & Llorente
Areas of Practice:  Civil Litigation
Admitted to The Florida Bar: 1985 
Joined BCBA: 1988

It has been my privilege to serve on the Board in past
years and as the Association’s Treasurer/Secretary this
year.  I humbly ask for your support to continue

I am truly honored for the confidence placed in me and
the opportunity
to serve.  I will continue the strong work ethic I have
demonstrated to our great association over the past
several years.  I
greatly appreciate your support. Thank you very much.  

Chair BCBA Bench and Bar Conference for 2009.
Elected to BCBA President-Elect 2007-2008.
Elected to BCBA Secretary/Treasurer 2006-2007.
Elected to BCBA Board of Directors, 2004-2006; also,
2002-2004.



Secretary-Treasurer
Bruce Weihe
Law Firm: Seiler, Sauter, Zaden Rimes
& Weihe
Area of Practice: Commercial Litigation -
Trial Practice   

Law School: University of Flordia  
Year Admitted to the Florida Bar: 1971  
Joined BCBA: 1974
For years I have enjoyed serving the Bar and the legal
profession, both locally and on a statewide level. My
involvement began as an associate with the firm of
Ferrero, Middlebrooks and Houston years ago, a firm
that was blessed with a spirit of sharing and Bar
involvement, eventually resulting in Ray Ferrero’s
service as president of The Florida Bar. Unfortunately,
that spirit of involvement, from attorneys in large firms
to sole practitioners, appears to be waning, and a goal
of mine over the next several years would be to
reestablish the sense of camaraderie and involvement
that needs to be embraced by our profession, and work
to eliminate the “edge” that seems to pervade the
practice all too often these days.

My service with the Bar includes lecturing over the
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filings have decreased from 6,151 to 3,699 (-40%) in
Ft. Lauderdale District.  New case filings decreased
36% statewide during the same period.  Thus, Ft.
Lauderdale District is experiencing slightly less than
average decrease in petition filings, but slightly above
average decreases in “new case” filings.

Judge Lewis is the administrative Judge in Ft.
Lauderdale, and manages the overall operations.  He is
assisted by mediator Michael Smith, Deputy Clerk
April Holsman, Executive Secretary Barbara Kaufman,
and Administrative Secretary Sandra Hanselman.
In 2007, Judge Lewis entered 56 trial orders, which is
well above the 43 order average of all the Judges.
Despite this high trial volume, Judge Lewis’ cases
averaged 386 days between petition filing and trial, and
he entered his final orders in an average of 13 days.
This evidences significant effort and dedication, and is
well within the statutorily prescribed 30 day period for
order entry.  On average, he entered settlement motion
orders within 6 days of filing, which was below the
statewide average of 8 days.  Judge Pecko has been in
Ft. Lauderdale District since 2006,
following Judge Rodriguez-Powell’s appointment to the
Circuit Bench.  She is assisted by mediator Lynn
Koeppel, Deputy Clerk Elvira Barnes, and Executive
Secretary Vladyna Pierre.  Judge Pecko’s division in Ft.

Lauderdale had the highest volume of both petitions
and “new cases” in 2007 as it had also in 2003.  Judge
Pecko closed 9,776 petitions in 2007, which required
significant effort. Judge Hogan is new to Ft.
Lauderdale, following appointment
by Governor Bush in December 2006.  She is assisted
by mediator Maria Brea, Deputy Clerk Ophelia Dixon,
Executive Secretary Sophia Heath, and Administrative
Secretary Taneshia Barbary-Snell.  Judge Hogan closed
14,177 petitions in 2007, addressing long overdue
docket management issues.  Judge Hogan’s petition
volume and “new case” volume are also significant.

The operations of Ft. Lauderdale District are
further detailed in the 2007 OJCC Annual Report,
available on the OJCC website under the “reports” tab,
www.fljcc.org.  The OJCC continues to look to the
horizon and plan for the future of Florida workers’
compensation litigation.  However, we also remain
focused also on the here and now.  We are working
hard to provide Florida with timely performance and
accurate statistical analysis of the litigation process.
As we bring our collective efforts to bear, we recognize
the contributions of diligent and effective Judges.
Florida is fortunate to have the diligent leadership of
Judge Lewis in Ft. Lauderdale.

NORTHEAST Two available seats to
be filled in the 2008 Election.

Alan Fishman
Law Firm: Fishman & Gentile, P.A.
Area of Practice: Family, Criminal,
Juvenile
Year Admitted to The Florida Bar:
1977
Joined BCBA: 2000

I am very honored to be nominated for a second term
on the Board of Directors of the Broward County Bar
Association. I welcome the opportunity to continue to
give solo practitioners and small law firms  a voice in
our legal community. I have always practiced in small
firms and I know that our needs and interests are
different than those who work in the large
organizations. As a resident of Coral Springs for 29
years and having had the privilege to serve as the
President of the North Broward Bar Association for the
past two years, I have had regular business and social
interaction with the attorneys in the North part of the
county. I would like to put to work for your benefit the
experience I have gained in that capacity as well as
what I have learned as a Board member for the past two
years. 

Patrick B. Giunta
Firm: Giunta & House, P.A.
Area of Practice:  Real Estate,
Construction Law, Litigation, and 

Personal Injury
Law School:  University of Miami
Year Admitted to The Florida Bar: 1987
Year Joining BCBA: 1987

It was an honor to be elected as one of the three
directors from Northeast Broward for the 2006-2008

Continued from 12

working on the many initiatives and member benefits
the Association has established. More importantly I
want to assure that members have an Association of
professionals that regardless of where they practice,
what they practice or how many years they have been
in practice, feel that they are valued and belong to one
of Broward County’s greatest institutions with a rich
and established history.      

Personal Background Information:  UM undergraduate;
UF Law , Married to Maria, 3 children; past Chair of
Legal Aid Society of Broward County and Chair of
Coast to Coast Legal Aid Society; member of The
Florida Bar’s Unlicensed Practice of Law committee
(17B); member of The Florida Bar’s Professional
Ethics Committee; founding member of the Broward
County Hispanic Bar Association in 1989, Treasurer in
1992; Attorney Section member of the Broward County
Guardian Ad Litem Program (5 years); member of
Broward Lawyers Care; Commissioner, Judicial
Nominating Commission, 17th Judicial Circuit (1992 -
1996 term); member of Judicial Nominating Procedure
Committee of The Florida Bar from 1993-2005; Chair-
Legal Aid/Low Cost Committee of the BCBA.

years in a number of CLE programs, working three
years ago as co-chair of the Title V initiative to secure
court funding, actively working to help preserve the
Law Library, and actually starting the Young Lawyers’
Softball Festival quite a few years ago. Most recently, I
have served on The Florida Bar ethics committee, and I
currently serve on the Florida Bar’s standing
committee on Professionalism. I look forward to
serving as your Secretary -Treasurer.
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Broward County Bar Association Board of Directors.
I have served two terms in the North Broward Bar

Association having started as a board member, and
serving in each officers’ position for over 8 years of
service.  I also chaired the Florida Bar Grievance
Committee 17E, and chaired a UPL Committee for our
circuit.  I will continue to bring the leadership skills
and enthusiasm to continue my service to the
profession. 

I have worked with the BCBA Board, chaired and co-
chaired various committees and have enjoyed the
experience. I would welcome the opportunity to
continue my service through the year 2010. In two
years, a lot has been accomplished and we are planning
for the future of the Bar Association. I believe that
consistency and experience will enable the Association
to best serve its members.

NORTHEAST SOUTHEAST Two available seats to be
filled in the 2008 Election.

Richard A. Sachs
Firm: Berman, Kean & Riguera, P.A. 
Area of Practice: Litigation,
Commercial, Real Property
Admitted to The Florida Bar: 1994
Joined BCBA: 1994

I am an AV rated attorney practicing in Broward
since 1994, and have been a Broward resident for 33
years. I joined the BCBA the year I graduated from
Nova Law and immediately became active. I have
served on several BCBA committees, including:
Professional Responsibility; Judicial Evaluation;
Medical Society Liaison; Mentorship; and the Client
Complaint Panel. At the State level, this year I
completed 6 years of service on the Florida Bar Journal
Editorial Board and my term as Chair of a Florida Bar
Grievance Committee. I currently serve as a V.P. for the
B’nai B’rith Justice Unit.

I have a history of service to our profession. The
BCBA’s Officers and Board are doing an excellent job,
and I hope to contribute my time and energy to assist
them in continuing to provide you with a better and
more valuable local bar. I would appreciate your trust
and vote!
Rich

Edward F. Holodak
Law Firm: Edward F. Holodak, P.A.
Area of Practice: Commercial and
Civil Litigation, Association Law and
Personal Injury
Admitted to The Florida Bar: 1995
Joined BCBA: 1995

I have been a sole practitioner in Hollywood since 1999
with my areas of practice being Commercial and Civil
Litigation, Association Law and Personal Injury. I have
been a member of the Broward County Bar Association
since being sworn in as an attorney and have served on
the Board for the past two terms. In addition to my law
degree from the University of Florida, I have a Masters
in International Business from Nova Southeastern
University. I am married with two small children and
am active in various community and sporting
organizations. I served the members of the Association
as a member of the Board of Directors 2005-2007.

Michael Lukasievich
Law Firm: Michael Lukasievich, P.A.
Areas of Practice: Real Estate
Admitted to The Florida Bar: 1987
Joined BCBA: 2006

It is with enthusiasm that I look forward to your
support and to working with the Board of Directors of
this outstanding organization.  I have been a Broward
County sole practitioner for 21 years. I am a Board
Certified Real Estate attorney, a FINRA Arbitrator, and
Special Magistrate for the Broward County Value
Adjustment Board.  I have served the county as an
Administrative Traffic Hearing Officer for the last 11
years.  I have the unique perspective of insight from
both sides of the judicial process. I am committed to
representing the views of local attorneys regarding
court and practice concerns.  I want to assist in the
continued progression of BCBA principles of
promoting ethics and professionalism in our chosen
career.  I would like to see BCBA expand its programs
to educate the public about their legal rights and our
local court system.

Mark J. Skipper
Law firm: Mark J. Skipper, P.A.
Area of Practice: Criminal, Civil
Admitted to the Florida Bar: 1977
Joined BCBA: 1981

I would consider it a privilege to serve
the 8,000 lawyers and judges of Broward County.
Having practiced for 32 years, I now have the time to
make the necessary commitment to service.

My past involvement in Bar activities consisted of
service on the Florida Bar Corrections Committee,
Florida Lawyers Assistance Mentor Programs, Broward
Lawyers Care and Florida Bar Fee Dispute Arbitration
Committee.

My background is diversified. In my 30 years as a sole
practitioner, I have handled Criminal and Civil Cases in
both State and Federal Courts, including the 4th DCA
and the Florida Supreme Court. I am admitted to
practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, U.S. Court of
Appeals, U.S.District Court, Florida Supreme Court,
U.S. Tax Court, U.S. Court of Customs and Patent
Appeals, Court of International Trade, U.S. Court of
Claims and the U.S. Court of Military Appeals. I also
served two years as an Assistant State Attorney.

I would appreciate your support.

Greg Haile
Law Firm: Berger Singerman, P.A.
Area of Practice: Dispute Resolution
Admitted to The Florida Bar: 2002
Joined BCBA: 2004

My name is Greg Haile and I am a
member of the Dispute Resolution Team at Berger
Singerman, P.A., where I practice complex commercial
litigation. I received my B.S. in Justice Studies, magna
cum laude, from Arizona State University in 1999.

I went on to receive my J.D. from Columbia University
School of Law in 2002 where I was a Harlan Fiske Stone
Scholar . While at Columbia, I served as the Editor-in-
Chief of the National Black Law Journal and as an
Articles Editor for the Journal of Gender and Law. I also
served as a part-time clerk for William H. Pauley, III,
Southern District of New York.

In 2003 and 2004, I was an adjunct professor of business
law at Miami Dade College. In 2004, I was elected to
(and continue to serve on) the board of the T.J. Reddick
Bar Association and the board of the Broward County
Bar Young Lawyer’s Section.

In 2007, I was elected president of the T.J. Reddick Bar
Association, was appointed by the Florida Bar Board of
Governors to the Seventeenth Circuit’s Grievance
Committee, became a member of Leadership Broward’s
Class 26, and was listed in Gold Coast Magazine as a
prominent South Floridian.

I am passionate about contributing to the legal
community as well as the community-at-large. I would
cherish the opportunity to continue to share that passion
as a member of the Board of the Broward County Bar
Association. As such, I want and would greatly
appreciate your vote.

Paul Finizio
Law Firm: Finizio & Finizio, P.A
Area of Practice: Personal Injury,
Wrongful Death
Admitted to The Florida Bar: 1984 
Joined BCBA: 1998

I look forward to bringing outside the box approaches
from the various walks of life.

It is my firm belief that all of us have many untold
talents, experiences and skills to tap from and add them
to all of the already existing knowledge and talent base
of our organization.

CENTRAL
I hope that from my state to state and country to
country travel and experience in Courtrooms, Law
firms, International Bar Associations, Dale Carnegie,
Toastmasters , MBA studies and business experiences,
the BCBA will find some value from my participation.
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SOUTHEAST WEST : One available seat to be filled in the
2008 Election.

CENTRAL: Three available seats to be filled
in the 2008 Election.

Morrie I. Levine
Law Firm:  Law Office of Morrie I.
Levine
Area of Practice:  Business Sales and
Acquisitions
Admitted to The Florida Bar:  1983
Joined BCBA: 1994 (previously

practiced in Dade County)

It would be my honor and privilege to serve again
on the 2008-2010 Board of Directors of the Broward
County Bar Association.  I currently am a Director and
seek re-election.  I am currently the Chairman of the
Parking Committee and Co-Chairman of the
Publications Committee.  I also currently am an officer
of the Justice Unit of B’nai B’rith and the Historian for
the Stephen R. Booher American Inns of Court.  I just
completed my term as the Chairman of the Florida Bar
Grievance Committee 17B.  If re-elected, I look
forward to using the knowledge I gained with my
current experience as a Director to continue the recent
growth of the Broward County Bar Association.  I also
expect to continue the history of representatives from
the “South” who get involved.

Robin Sobo Moselle
Law Firm: Jacobson, Sobo & Moselle
Area of Practice: Commercial
Litigation and Collection Law
Admitted to The Florida Bar: 1991
Joined BCBA: 1991

It has been an honor and privilege to be affiliated with
the Broward County Bar Association.  My association
with the BCBA began upon my admission to the
Florida Bar in 1991.  Since that time I have maintained
an active role with the BCBA serving as president of
the Young Lawyers Section in 1998 and as a member of
the Bench & Bar Committee for the past five years.  I
am currently the event Sponsorship and Exhibitor Chair
for the 2009 Bench & Bar Convention and serve on the
Public Relations and Governmental Affairs
subcommittees. As a member of the BCBA board, my
goal would be to serve and enhance the Broward
County legal community and strengthen our
relationship with other groups and organizations. I am
able to do this through my involvement with other
organizations, some of which include Legal Aid
Service of Broward County, Inc.,(board member), The
Florida Education Fishing Foundation, Inc. (founding
member and Secretary), the Broward Coalition, Inc.
(2nd vice president), the B’nai B’rith Justice Unit
#5207 (board member) and City Theatre (board
member).

Raymond G. Ferrero III
Law Firm: Raymond G. Ferrero III, P.A.
Area of Practice: Health, Labor and
Employment
Admitted to The Florida Bar: 1995
Joined BCBA: 1998

It has been my great pleasure to reside and practice law
in Broward County over the past fourteen years. From
1994 to 1998, I worked as a felony trial attorney for the
Broward County Public Defender’s Office. Since my
departure in 1998, I have practiced health, employment
and labor law.  I am also a founding Partner of Legal
Intervention Solutions, LLC, and work with individuals
and their families, who become involved with the
courts due to severe substance abuse and mental health
related conditions.  Outside of my legal career, I lecture
to medical and doctorate students on Substance Abuse
and Behavioral Medicine, and sit on the Board of
Governors for both the United Way of Broward County
Commission on Substance Abuse, and Legal Aid
Services of Broward County.  I am honored to have
been nominated to serve the Broward County Bar
Association. 

Todd R. McPharlin
Law Firm: Kelley Uustal PLC
Area of Practice: Civil trial practice
involving wrongful death, personal
injury and products liability
Criminology
Admitted to The Florida Bar: 1997
Joined BCBA: 1999

I have served one year as a member of the BCBA
Board of Directors, having been appointed
to fill a one year vacancy created when Carlos Llorente
won election as Secretary-Treasurer last year.

James A. Cobb, Jr.
Florida Attorney General Office Of
Statewide Prosecution
Area of Practice: Criminal Law
Admitted to The Florida Bar: 1989
Joined BCBA: 1996

I am an A-V rated, Board Certified
(Criminal Law) prosecuting attorney of eighteen (18)
years experience.   I am Co-Chair of the Broward Bar
Professionalism committee, Chairman of the Peer
Review Council and member of the Stephen Booher
American Inn of Court.

Richard L. DeNapoli
Firm: Law Offices of Richard L.
DeNapoli, P.A.
Area of Practice: Probate, Real Estate 
Admitted to The Florida Bar: 2002
Joined BCBA: 2004

It would be my sincere honor to be able to serve on the
2008-2010 Board of Directors of the Broward County
Bar Association.   I am a solo practitioner in
Hollywood who works primarily in probate and real
estate law, and was recently appointed by the governor
to the Florida Real Estate Commission.   For the past
several years, I have been actively involved in
the Bar Association, including serving as  Chair  of
the  Real Estate Section  this past year  and Vice-
Chair before that.  If elected, I look forward to  working
together with the other directors  on the Board of the
Broward County Bar Association to make this
upcoming year the best yet.

Edwina V. Kessler
Law Firm: Catri, Holton, Kessler,
Kessler, P.A.
Area of Practice: Civil Litigation
Defense  
Admitted to The Florida Bar: 1994
Joined BCBA: 1994

I have been a member of the BCBA since I began
practicing law in 1994.  During those years I was a
Board Member of the Young Lawyers’ Section and the
President from 2002 to 2003.  After I completed my
tenure with the Young Lawyers, I was elected to the
BCBA Board of Directors, serving 2003-2005 and
2005-2007 and have continued to serve as an active
member of the Building Committee.  I have enjoyed the
many benefits we receive as a member of the BCBA
and would work to expand those benefits.  I am
committed to the BCBA and would be privileged to
serve on the Board again.

I am deeply committed to the task of improving the
level of professionalism among all the legal
practitioners in Broward County.   I would encourage
the Broward Bar to teach and promote professionalism
at every opportunity.

I am firmly convinced that organizations like the
Broward Bar can significantly  raise the level of
professional practice in our County to the benefit of all
attorneys, the judiciary, and clients.

My ties to Broward County go back to 1970, growing
up in Plantation and
attending St. Thomas Aquinas H.S. After graduating
from Nova Southeastern University Law School, I
began my legal career at the Broward County Public
Defender’s Office as an Assistant Public Defender.
After leaving the Public Defender’s Office, I have
since spent my career representing individuals in
personal injury, wrongful death and products liability
cases, in both state and federal court.

After spending nearly my whole life and my entire
legal career here in Broward County, I’m now
raising my own family here. I believe the law and the
legal community can make a real difference
in people’s lives - and it all starts locally. The Broward
County Bar Association can do great things for our
community. The organization can provide information,
education, assistance, and direction to our citizens, and
help protect people’s rights. We also serve as a resource
for this County’s lawyers. I am an officer and board
member of the Broward County Trial Lawyers’
Association. 

If elected I will work to strengthen the Broward
County Bar Association, increase its membership
through my extensive ties to the trial bar, represent the
diverse interests of the lawyers in Broward County and
provide access to the resources and information that
this organization has to offer.


